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Joe House, ô81 
 

Alumni President  
 

We're coming up on what promises to be another 
great alumni weekend.   I look forward to seeing as 
many of you there as possible.  The last few years 
have all been a true joy to attend.  
 

One of the things that I have not presented at 
alumni weekend has been a request for money 
other than a normal offering.   Unfortunately, the 
regular offering doesn't begin to cover the expense 

of alumni activities.   The last thing that any of us 
want to do is to be a drain on the resources of our 
Alma Mater.   
 

 I realize that the current economic climate makes it 
difficult for many of us to give as we would like to, 
but if you have the ability to give, please consider a 
gift to PAA .   The returns on an investment like this 
are priceless - a continuing quality education for an-
other generation, a continuing mission to young 
people that are close to many of us, and a constant 
witness to Portland and wherever our alumni end 
up. I'm looking forward to seeing you there.  

   The Light in Their Eyes for 100 years! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For an amazing 100 years, PAA (PUA) has seen the 
light come on in eyes of our students.  When we see 
them catch the vision for spreading God's good 
news to the world, we come to know the purpose 
of Portland Adventist Academy.  
 
Every graduating Senior is now required to pro-
duce a Senior Project including a research paper 
and a presentation of their project in front of a 
panel of staff members.  Aren't you glad you 
graduated when you did?   Actually, it is a great op-
portunity and the students take it seriously and 
grow tremendously from the process.  
 
Two of our Seniors, Hannah Bollin and Savannah 
Maxwell, have written devotional books for their 
Senior Projects.  

 
We have had another student, Ryan Robinson, step 
up and coordinate a complete student led week of 
prayer for all of the students of Portland Adventist 
Elementary School.   
 
More students are heading out during our spring 
break to Zambia, El Salvador, Peru and locally to 
Portland to witness for Jesus.  Our student led wor-
ship teams, our Choir (Alegria), Band and PAAn 
Band all share their love for Jesus through music.  
 
Our recent student led week of prayer was a chance 
for many of our students to share their love for Je-
sus to their peers. We are proud of our students and 
the zeal they have to make a positive difference in 
their world.    
 
Our theme for the school year is to become òJust 
like Jesusó and we are seeing students catch this vi-
sion. God's plan for each of us is to become more 
like   Jesus! We are excited that PAA (PUA) is cele-
brating its 100th school year.  May this be a foretaste 
of the real celebration where we will plan on spend-
ing eternity with a loving God in a perfect 
place.  Thank you for helping the next generation of 
PAA Cougars truly catch the vision and see the 
light of Jesus in their eyes.  

 

Principalõs Message 
 

Gale Crosby  

Plan on attending  
Alumni Weekend in 2011  

 

April 8 & 9, 2011  



 òJourney to Excellenceó  
 

PAAõs Building Campaign 
 

Most of you are aware of the fact that the PAA 
Board and Constituents have voted to build a new 
school on our current property.  Journey to Excel-
lence is the slogan name for the capital campaign at 
PAA.   
 

We have completed our schematic design phase.  
This includes a site master plan, phase one schemat-
ics, site utility plan, and the structural design.   The 
design of the new entry includes an illuminated, 
three sided lantern.  Our plan is that this will be seen 
throughout the community as a beacon of hope and 
light unto the world.  
 

Phase one will complete the music rooms, admini-
stration office, the performance and worship audito-
rium and the new face and hub for PAA.  The hub 
will have a northwest look, including a fireplace for 

fireside worships.  The maintenance building will be 
demolished and a new soccer field/softball field will 
be put in place.  We are very enthusiastic about the 
new appearance of the academy. 
 

We are still in need of $1.5 million dollars and con-
tinue to pursue this goal. Our plans are to break 
ground within the next 12 -18 months. 
 

Thank you for your donations, pledges or commit-
ment to this project. You have made all of this pro-
gress possible.  It is our goal to keep you fully in-
formed of what is happening on campus.  There has 
been an abundance of blessings so far on this project.  
We ask that you keep us in prayer and that the Lord 
will lead us in the direction that He would have us 
go. 
 

Feel free to stop and visit or call for updates on our 
progress. You can also visit our web site at 
www.paasda.org  and click on the Development tab.    
Portland Adventist Academy thanks you for your 
support of this project.  

 
Featured Teacher 

 
Linda Neel  

Music Department  
Chairperson  

 
Linda Neel was born in Paonia, Colorado, moved 
when she was two and grew up in Cedaredge, Colo-
rado. She attended Union College for two years and 
then transferred to Pacific Union College where she 
graduated with a BS Degree in Music Eduation (using 
the French Horn and Percussion as her primary       
instruments) and a certification in PE & Health. She 
did her graduate work at Loma Linda University.  
 
She has been at PAA for 26 years and has many great 
memories of PAA. She says, òI remember the first 
time we won the OSAA State Championship in Band. 
It was so unexpected!ó  
 
She remembers a lot of fun times and music associ-
ated with the spring concerts. Music tours created a 
lot of opportunities to get to know her students better 

and those are special times for her also. 
 
PAA has been educating students for 100 years and 
Linda has some ideas why. òPAA offers a very good 
program for these kids. The students and teachers get 
to know each other very well  and the kids know how 
much the teachers care for them. Itõs a safe place for 
them to grow their spiritual lives.ó 
 
Linda is working hard on the concert for Alumni 
Weekend this year. She wants to celebrate our 100th 
year anniversary in style! She is inviting all musicians 
that want to participate to join in a mass choir singing 
a new arrangement of òAmazing Graceó.  
 
òIt would simply be a thrilling experience to direct all 
of my past and present students who were in band or 
choir plus anyone else that wants to joinó, says Linda. 
For more information on how to get music for Amaz-
ing Grace, please see the back page of AlumNotes. 
 
Linda has a parting desire, òI hope that PAA continues 
to provide the exceptional education for our kids for 
another 100 years or until we no longer need schools 
and God takes us all home!ó 
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